SOUTH CAROLINA
FORESTRY COMMISSION
FIREWISE Contacts for South Carolina

Make your
community
FIREWISE

State Firewise Program Manager
Steve Moore
Oﬃce: 803‐896‐8854
Cell: 803‐360‐6956

Disposal of
Ya r d D e b r i s

Coastal Firewise Field Coordinator
Drake Carroll
Oﬃce: 843‐423‐3722
Cell: 843‐601‐9121
Upstate Firewise Field Coordinator
Bill Wiley
Oﬃce: 803‐325‐1926
Cell: 803‐360‐8264

Protect yourself and
neighbors...

www.firewise.org

Address: PO Box 21707
Columbia, SC 29221
Street Address: 5500 Broad River Road
Columbia, SC 29212
Phone: 803‐896‐8800
Email: scfc@scfc.gov

www.trees.sc.gov

This brochure is produced by the SC Forestry
Commission and funded by a grant from the USDA
Forest Service. Both the USDA and the Forestry
Commission are equal opportunity providers and
employers.

dispose of yard debris
properly!

Benefits of Debris Removal
Removing dead and dying
debris from homes and
yards is a great Firewise
prac ce. It removes
flammable material that
can ignite from embers
blown in from wildfires or
other flame sources
(outdoor grills, chimneys,
legal debris burning, etc.).
Removal of debris also presents a more
pleasing appearance to a well maintained
yard and garden.
However, if not done
properly, disposal of
debris can create
problems for you and
your neighbors. Piles
of yard debris le in
wooded areas create more fuel for fires and
can increase fire intensity and smoke related
to fires. If dumped on neighboring property,
there are legal issues.

Op ons for Disposal

Laws



Grinding and/or compos ng
Both can provide material for soil
improvement or mulch for garden beds.



Hauling debris
oﬀ the
property
Local solid
waste
collec on/
convenience
centers may take yard debris. (Check local
and county ordinances).

Outdoor Burning: The South Carolina
No fica on and Precau ons law must be
followed, and you must also comply with
DHEC





Burning
Consult your homeowner restric ons, local
community rules, as well as local county
ordinances before burning.
Combining the removal with a Firewise
event is a great way to help clean yards and
have a recognized annual event. Debris can
be collected and posi oned at the road side
for pickup or chipping by a local contractor.

A proper burn site has an adequate fire
break, a means of control, and an
individual with the burn un l it is out.

regula ons and local ordinances.
The law does not apply within any town or
city limits. If outdoor debris burning is
allowed in a neighborhood, the law requires a
landowner to call the SC Forestry
Commission, have an adequate break around
the burning site, have an adequate means of
control, and to stay with the fire un l it is
completely safe.
Toll‐free numbers to call in each county for
yard debris burning no fica on can generally
be found near the front of most local phone
books and online at www.trees.sc.gov/
fyard.htm. The statewide number to report a
wildfire is 1‐800‐777‐FIRE.

Chipping debris for neighborhood use.

Burning of household garbage is prohibited
by state law.

