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2017 was a busy year for the South Carolina Project Learning 
Tree program: New activity guides, a new blended model 
workshop, a new staff member and steering committee members, 
new PLT Environmental Education Centers, new correlations 
to standards, and a new national sponsor! All this insured that I 
wasn’t bored in my first year as PLT Coordinator.
In February, the American Forest Foundation (AFF), who had 

been PLT’s national sponsor for decades, announced that it 
was considering transferring the sponsorship of  PLT to another 
organization.  

AFF wanted to concentrate its work 
on landowners and tools for landowners 
to perform stewardship on their land 
and felt that it wanted to focus on 
its “woodlands work.” Through an 
exhaustive search and interview process 
by the AFF and the PLT Education 
Operating Committee, a new sponsor 
that wanted to take on PLT without 
changing the core program was 
selected.  On July 18, PLT announced 
that the new national sponsor would 
be the Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
(SFI). SFI is an independent, nonprofit 
organization dedicated to promoting 
sustainable forest management. It 
works with conservation groups, local 
communities, resource professionals, 
landowners, and countless other 
organizations and individuals who 
share the passion for responsible forest 
management. For more information 
about the transition of  sponsorship, 
please read the press release on the PLT 
website (www.plt.org) under “News & 
Stories.”
New programs were developed in 2018 

to try and bring PLT into the digital age 
and to make it easier for more people to 
be trained. More online workshops are 
available for those who cannot make it 
to a face-to-face workshop but who want 

the PLT materials. New correlations of  
the PLT activities to the most recent SC 
Department of  Education Standards 
were done for the PreK-8 and Focus on 
Forests secondary activity guides.
The six-hour PreK-8 or a combination 

secondary workshop (two activity guides) 
can now be completed in a blended 
workshop format with three hours 
being completed online beforehand and 
three hours occurring face-to-face. The 
blended workshop model allows another 
alternative for certification for schools 
with limited face-to-face professional 
development time. Participants complete 
the online pre-workshop course through 
National PLT Shop (http://shop.plt.
org). Many thanks go to the National 
PLT staff for assistance in developing the 
online course.   
In 2017, PLT launched E-units to 

expand its curriculum and professional 
development opportunities for 
kindergarten through eighth-grade 
teachers. E-units are self-contained 
units of  instruction that are housed fully 
online. An E-unit is basically an activity 
guide that is topic-focused and sequential 
where learning is scaffolded. It is more 
robust in supporting materials for 
students and background information 
and assessments for teachers. An E-unit 

workshop can either be done online or 
face-to-face. The new E-units are: K-2 
Tremendous Science!, 3-5 Energy in 
Ecosystems, and 6-8 Carbon & Climate.
SC PLT welcomed some new and 

veteran faces to the program this 
year. Beth Foley was hired in March 
as the new SC Forestry Commission 
Environmental Education Assistant 
Coordinator. Beth has jumped right 
into the world of  PLT being trained as 
an educator and then facilitator in her 
first month on the job. She has been 
leading workshops and also growing 
the PLT program. She was awarded a 
Model Program Initiative (MPI) grant 
through the AFF to create six PLT 
Environmental Education Centers across 
the state in 2018. Those centers will 
be supplied with a “tree trunk” full of  
materials to lead workshops that can be 
checked out by facilitators and also a set 
of  guides for workshop participants. SC 
PLT also made Beth the official SC PLT 
Assistant State Coordinator in October.
The SC PLT Steering Committee 

is composed of  members who care 
deeply about quality environmental 
education for students and professional 
development for our teachers and 
forestry professionals. In 2017, we 
welcomed many new members who 
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Matt Schnabel, SC PLT Coordinator,
SCFC Environmental Ed. Coordinator



I am so ecstatic about my new 
position title as the SC PLT Assistant 
Coordinator! Project Learning Tree is 
such an important program to engage 
our youth in nature and the outdoors, 
especially now in “The Screen Age.” 
I have really enjoyed facilitating PLT 
workshops this year and look forward 
to starting PLT EE Centers next year!
I started as the Environmental 

Education Assistant Coordinator 
for the South Carolina Forestry 
Commission in March of  this year. 
My hometown is Augusta, Ga., and 

I graduated from the University 
of  Georgia with a degree in forest 
resources and a focus in fisheries and 
wildlife. I have previously performed 
wildlife field work with bats, red-
cockaded woodpeckers and bobwhite 
quail, and was most recently a Park 
Ranger for the City of  Columbia. My 
current home is in Columbia, S.C., 
with my husband, Blain, three cats 
(Stanley, Chester, and Walter), and 
dog (Molly). During my free time, I 
enjoy backpacking, mountain biking, 
and painting. 

bring a wealth of  knowledge and 
enthusiasm to guide the PLT program. 
These members include Pam Baltimore 
(Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Forest 
Service), Jeff Burden (K-5 Science 
Education Associate, S.C. Department 
of  Education), Ed Donovan 
(Professor, USC Upstate), Billy Keels 
(Clemson University, State Director 
of  Agriculture Education), Graham 
Marsh (Forester), and last but not least, 
Jerry Shrum (Retired SC Forestry 
Commission and former SC PLT State 
Coordinator).
Many thanks to all the PLT facilitators 

that led workshops this year! Our 

active facilitators are the backbone 
of  the program and are the key to its 
success. Twelve facilitators got to learn 
more about PLT and the American 
Tree Farm program at the 2017 PLT 
Facilitator Refresher. Mr. Billy Cate 
of  Buckeye Farms (2015 SC Tree 
Farmer of  the Year) hosted the annual 
Facilitator refresher at his tree farm in 
Eastover. Facilitators received updates 
and learned about changes in the PLT 
program, were trained in the Early 
Childhood PLT curriculum, and 
went on a hayride tour of  Buckeye 
Farms. Much fun and good food was 
had by all! I hope to see many of  our 

facilitators at the 2018 Facilitator 
Refresher at Cedarleaf  Farm (2012 
SC Tree Farm of  the Year) on May 
11, 2018, where we will have an E-unit 
training and tree farm tour!
SC PLT is continuing to evolve as 

technology and the needs and desires 
of  students and educators change. Our 
program is committed to hands-on, 
experiential learning that gets students 
engaged in real-world projects. Thank 
you to all of  you who have supported 
SC PLT with your time, money, and 
skills, and I ask for your continued 
support. WE COULDN’T DO IT 
WITHOUT YOU!

Project Learning Tree is the environmental education 
program of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative and sponsored 
in South Carolina by the S.C. Forestry Commission, the 
State Department of Education, and the S.C. Forestry 
Foundation [a 509 (a) (3) non-profit organization].

About SC Project Learning Tree

• 20,815 SC educators trained in 976 workshops since 
1980.

• 10 National PLT Outstanding Educators from South 
Carolina in the last 18 years!

How do you spell success?

ASSISTANT COORDINATOR’S CORNER

Beth Foley, SC Assistant PLT Coordinator



“

”

As a college 
instructor in 
early childhood 
education, I 
wanted my 
students to learn 
to connect math 
and science 
to real life 
applications. 
My students 
learned so much, 
and I found this 
workshop to be 
time well-spent 
in making science 
come to life.

– Leslie Williams
Professor

Central Carolina Tech



Amy Umberger of  Gaston was 
named the 2017 South Carolina 
Project Learning Tree Jerry L. Shrum 
Outstanding Educator of  the Year. She 
was selected by the South Carolina PLT 
Steering Committee.
Umberger serves as the resident scientist 

at Dutch Fork Elementary, where she 
provides environmental education 
opportunities to students and staff.
“As an environmental educator, I value 

the principles that PLT is founded on,” 
said Umberger, who also was named 
the 2016-17 Dutch Fork Elementary 
Teacher of  the Year. “Not only has this 
curriculum provided me with a wealth 
of  experiences that I can provide for 
students and teachers that I work with, 
but it also has helped form my own 
beliefs of  how humans impact this 
planet. I am humbled to receive this 
recognition as there are so many others 
here in our wonderful state that are 
equally deserving. Thanks so much for 
this honor!” 
While at Dutch Fork, Umberger has 

worked diligently with staff and natural 
resource professionals to pursue certified 

Green Steps Schools status for the 
school by organizing several student-
run projects, including gardening, 
creation of  wildlife habitats and a nature 
trail, composting, water conservation 
and protection and recycling. She 
incorporates PLT experiences and 
engagements with student environmental 
clubs and is working to develop a 
schoolwide environmental literacy plan 
that integrates project-based learning 
models from PLT, Project WET and 
Project Wild.
After completing her PLT facilitator 

training in 2004, Umberger has 
facilitated several PLT workshops. 
The most successful workshop she 
co-facilitated was a PreK-8 curriculum 
workshop hosted by the Richland Soil 
and Water Conservation District at 
Benedict College in 2016. During the 
workshop, she trained a mix of  pre-
service undergraduates from Benedict 
College, pre-service education and 
science majors from the University of  
South Carolina and natural resource 
professionals. 
Umberger mentors teachers and 

natural resource professionals, frequently 
leading professional development 
opportunities for formal and informal 
educators on environmental topics. 
She was involved in starting the South 
Carolina Outreach and Informal 
Educator Summit (SCOIES) in 2008, 
which is an annual gathering of  informal 
educators serving K-12 audiences in the 
Midlands.
Umberger has also refined and 

promoted the Linking Ecology and 
Art of  Floodplains (LEAF) program, 
which is an annual standards-based art 
and science program offered through a 
partnership between Congaree National 
Park and the Columbia Museum of  Art.
Along with her work at Dutch Fork 

and with PLT, Umberger has served 
on the SC Science Council executive 
board and SC Outreach and Informal 
Educators Summit planning team and is 
a member of  the SC Science Education 
Leadership Association, Environmental 
Education Association of  South 
Carolina, North American Association 
for Environmental Education and 
Magnet Schools of  America.

Outstanding Educator 
of the Year

Amy Umberger



“ ”
This was a fun and interactive session that 
not only helps an educator to prepare for 
teaching but motivates to include these 
lessons as much as possible!

– Rebecca Windham
Anderson University student

on PLT early childhood workshop 



Executive Officers
 . Russell Hubright, Chair 

SC Forestry Commission
 . Chanda Cooper, Vice Chair 

Richland Conservation District
 . Janet Steele, Treasurer 

Forestry Association of  SC
 . Barbara Allen, Secretary 

Santee Cooper (retired)
 . Matt Schnabel, Coordinator 

SC Forestry Commission

Members
 . Pam Baltimore 

U.S. Forest Service
 . Jeff Burden 

SC Department of  Education
 . Ed Donovan 

University of  SC Upstate/NSE
 . Beth Foley 

SC Forestry Commission
 . William Keels 

Clemson University
 . Graham Marsh 

Mid Carolina Timber Company
 . Victoria Pasco 

Richland Two School District
 . Christine Rolka 

Hitchcock Woods Foundation
 . David Shelley 

National Parks Service
 . Jerry Shrum 

SC Forestry Commission (retired)
 . Linda Sinclair 

SCDE Science Consultant (retired)
 . Rosemary Wicker 

University of  SC

2017 SC PLT BUDGET SUMMARY

Expenses: $21,375.57 
 Activity Guides $6,380.00
 Travel $5,778.02
 AFF MPI Grant $3,800.00
 Workshop Expenses $2,178.20
 Publicity  $1,981.81
	 Awards	and	Certificates	 $927.91
 Operating Expenses $329.63
 TOTAL $21,375.57

In-Kind Contributions: $24,222.72

Type Of  # Of % Of # Of % Of Total
Workshop  Workshops* Workshops Participants Participants 
Early Childhood  1 4% 27 5%      
PreK-8  6 22% 81 16%      
PLT Secondary Modules  6 22% 91 18%      
Pre-service Early Childhood 4 15% 86 17%      
Pre-service PreK-8  8 30% 178 34%      
PLT E-Unit (K-2, 3-5, 6-8)  1 4% 20 4%      
National PLT Online  N/A N/A 2 <1%
Early Childhood      
National PLT Online PreK-8 N/A N/A 3 1%      
Facilitator  1 4% 29 6%      
 TOTALS: 27 N/A 517 N/A

In 2017, 24 face-to-face workshops were conducted with 457 participants. With 
some workshops covering more than one module, a total of  512 copies of  the 
PLT modules were distributed at these workshops. The following is a breakdown 
of  the types of  workshops:

2017 WORKSHOP REPORT 2017 FACILITATORS
Natalie Ashenfelter
Michelle Ashley
Melinda Beach
Cassie Bell
Mary Burts
Elizabeth Clemens
Renee Chewning
Chanda Cooper
Cynthia Deaton
Beth Foley
Cynthia Gardner

Russell Hubright
Stephanie Kolok
Victoria Pasco
Norma Rockwell
Matt Schnabel
Mike Shealy
Janet Steele
Jes Sdao Swanson
Nancy Thompson
Jimmy Walters

* In order to show how many of  each PLT module was distributed and how many workshops were 
conducted for each module, workshops that covered more than one module are shown as separate 
workshops for each module, making the total number of  workshops 27.

 Cash Balance $21,537.99
 AFF MPI Grant $7,800.00
 Corporate Donations $6,195.92
 IP Foundation Grant $5,000.00
 Workshop Fees $1,435.07
 TOTAL $41,968.98

Income: $41,968.98 

SC SFI State Implementation Committee
Sonoco Products Co.
SC Tree Farm Committee

WestRock - Florence
Jim Porter - United Way Atlanta
International Paper

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS

PLT STEERING COMMITTEE

51%19%

15%
12%

3%

30%

27%

18%

10%
9% 4%

2%




