
PLT and Buckeye Farms Work Together for Environmental 
Education 
 

Twelve Project Learning Tree facilitators got to learn more about PLT and the American Tree Farm 
program May 19.  Mr. Billy Cate of Buckeye Farms (2015 SC Tree Farmer of the Year) hosted the annual 
PLT facilitator refresher at his tree farm in Eastover.  Facilitators received updates and learned about 
changes in the PLT program (like the new online E-Units, changes in national sponsorship, and SCPLT’s 
new blended model PLT workshop).  Then facilitators were trained in the Early Childhood PLT curriculum 
by Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel and Assistant Environmental Education 
Coordinator Beth Foley.   

Facilitators constructed tree costumes and became trees in the activity “To Be a Tree.” After a delicious 
lunch from Doc’s BBQ, the facilitators learned about management on a private, family forest.  Mr. Cate 
shared the history and objectives of Buckeye Farms and the American Tree Farm program. The 
facilitators then jumped in the back of a hay wagon and Mr. Cate took them on a tour of the property.  
Mr. Cate stopped at different stands to highlight the specific objectives (like longleaf pine restoration, 
wildlife, wood production, etc.).  The facilitators finished the tour a little dusty and sweaty, but more 
knowledgeable about forestry practices.  

The day was finished with special recognition for people who have contributed so much of their time 
and talents to PLT.  Prizes were awarded from a raffle to award facilitators who had facilitated 
workshops in 2016.  Stephanie Kolok was recognized for her years of service as the SC PLT Coordinator.  
Cindy Gardner was recognized for her leadership on the steering committee.  Chanda Cooper was 
awarded her plaque for being named a National PLT Outstanding Educator Honoree.  Thanks to 
everyone who helped make the day so special! 



Facilitators in attendance were:  

Chanda Cooper (Richland SWCD), Russell Hubright (SCFC), Stephanie Kolok  (former SCFC Education 
Coordinator), Cindy Gardner (Lander University), Dodie Clark (River Oaks Retreat),  Ed Donovan (USC 
Upstate), Sharon Donovan, Renee Chewning (Military Community Connection), Rosemary Wicker (USC 
Union), Jennifer Majors (Lynches River County Park),  Janet Steele (SC Forestry Association), Beth Foley 
(SCFC), and Matt Schnabel (SCFC). 

 

 

Former Environmental Education Coordinator Stephanie Kolok was 
recognized for her years of service as the SC PLT Coordinator.  

 

“To Be a Tree” activity 

 

Facilitators tour the Cates’ farm on a hayride. 

 Billy Cate discusses the Tree Farm program. 

 


