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CALL TO ORDER 

 

The February 3, 2017 meeting of the South Carolina Mental 

Health Commission was called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Dr. 

Everard Rutledge, Vice Chairperson, at the Greenville 

Mental Health Center, 124 Mallard Street, Greenville, S. C.  

Reverend Crystal Barrs provided the invocation. 
 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

  

On a motion by Bob Hiott, seconded by Louise Haynes, the 

Commission approved the agenda for today’s Business 

Meeting. 
 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Sharon Wilson, seconded by Bob Hiott, the 

Commission approved the Minutes from the Business Meeting 

of January 6, 2017. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

All voted in favor to the above motions; all motions carried. 
 

 

MONTHLY/QUARTERLY INFORMATION REPORTS 

 Mr. Mark Binkley presented the items listed under 

Monthly/Quarterly Informational Reports, copies of which had 

been provided to the Commission.   
 

 

DEPARTMENTAL OVERVIEW AND UPDATE 

 S. C. Telehealth Alliance 

 

Mr. Ed Spencer stated that SCDMH implemented the ED 

Telepsychiatry Consultation Program in 2009.  To date, there have 

been thirty-two thousand (32,000) consultations done with EDs by 

Program psychiatrists.  He stated that between 2015 and 2016, the 

General Assembly provided funding to establish the S. C. Telehealth 

Alliance (SCTA) at MUSC to develop uniform standards, policies, and 

fund-worthy programs.  Mr. Spencer stated that there are currently two 

hundred twenty-three (223) active telehealth sites in S. C.   He stated 

that the SCTA is providing funding for equipment in six (6) new rural 

hospitals, a psychiatrist, and up to twelve (12) equipment replacements 

in current hospitals.  Mr. Spencer stated that several of SCTA’s 

initiatives in the next year will include OB-GYN and birth issues.  

Telepsych equipment is currently in twenty-five (25) hospitals.   Mr. 

Spencer stated that in addition to Emergency Department 
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consultations,  approximately nine hundred (900) treatment encounters 

per month are being done in the community mental health centers 

using Telepsychiatry equipment. 

 

Mr. Magill stated that, by the end of this fiscal year, SCDMH will 

have conducted over 60K Telepsych consultations. 

 

 6 Month Report of 

Collections 

 

Mr. Alan Powell presented the items under the 6 Month Report 

of Collections, copies of which had been provided to the 

Commission. 

 

 

 Forensic Waiting List 

Update 

 

Ms. Versie Bellamy stated that the waiting list was adversely 

impacted by two forensic units being quarantined due to viruses.  

She stated that the wait time for restorations has decreased by 

approximately sixty percent (60%) as of January, 2017.    The 

wait time for the longer term Psychiatric Rehabilitation Program 

(PRP) decreased by eighty percent (80%).  Ms. Bellamy stated 

that SCDMH is collaborating with outpatient partners to 

improve overall systems. 

 

Mr. Mark Binkley stated that reducing the Forensic waiting list 

is SCDMH’s first priority. 

  

 

 Bull Street Update Mr. Mark Binkley stated that development on the property over 

the past year has not progressed as earlier predicted.  He stated 

that in December, 2015, newspaper articles were published 

which reported that there would be approximately eighty (80) 

retail occupants announced during 2016, but that has not 

transpired.  Renovations are being done on the Ensor Building, 

which will house a restaurant and offices.  Mr. Binkley stated 

that there are concerns regarding vandalism and trespassing in 

and around the vacant buildings that are still owned by SCDMH.  

He stated that a meeting with Physical Plant, the City of 

Columbia Police, and Public Safety is planned to discuss options 

for improved security. 

 

Mr. Magill stated that the Developer has purchased a portion of 

property for the USC School of Medicine. 

 

 

 Financial Status Update Mr. Mark Binkley highlighted certain information on the 

SCDMH Financial Report, dated December 31, 2016, copies of 

which had been provided to the Commission.  He stated that the 

Greenville Mental Health Center was used as the pilot for 

expanding Center billing of the MCOs, with positive results. 
 

 

 Drug Use in Pregnancy 

and Impact on 

Dr. Connie Guille, an Associate Professor at MUSC, presented 

information regarding how substance use in pregnancy impacts 
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Child/Adolescent Health 

 

 

child and adolescent health.  Dr. Guille stated that a national, 

self-reported survey that was conducted in 2015, revealed that 

the two (2) most common substances used during pregnancies 

are tobacco products and alcohol, both of which have the most 

conclusive evidence of negative impact on child/adolescent 

health.  She stated that carbon monoxide and nicotine interfere 

with the fetal oxygen supply and concentrate in amniotic fluid 

and fetal blood. Tobacco use in pregnancy increases the risk for 

ADHD, developmental delays, behavioral problems, and 

cognitive problems in school age children.  It was reported that 

tobacco use in pregnancy also increases the risk of smoking in 

adolescents.  Dr. Guille stated that tobacco use in pregnancies 

increases the risk for low birth weight and prematurity.  Dr. 

Guille reported that preterm births are the leading causes of 

neurological disabilities and also impact child cognitive 

development.  She stated that Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) is 

the leading cause of birth defects and is the number one 

identifiable cause of developmental delay and intellectual 

disability.  FAS is linked to growth retardation, irregular facial 

features, and central nervous system problems at any stage 

during the pregnancy.  Neurobehavioral Disorders, associated 

with Prenatal Alcohol Exposure (ND-PAE), are linked to 

impairment in functional domains.  Dr. Guille stated that FAS or 

ND-PAE can cause problems in school, legal problems, 

substance use disorders, unemployment, and mental health 

problems.  The use of marijuana during pregnancies was at 

approximately two percent (2%) in 2012, and increased to 

approximately four percent (4%) in 2014.  Long-term effects of 

marijuana on child/adolescent health are largely unknown.  Dr. 

Guille stated that cocaine use during pregnancy can cause 

impaired cognitive and executive function, impaired behaviors, 

and the risk for substance misuse and abuse in childhood/early 

adolescents.  While heroin use in pregnancy can cause fetal and 

newborn risks, it has not been proven to have a long-term impact 

on child development relating to IQ, academic achievement, and 

cognitive or behavioral problems.  Dr. Guille stated that 

approximately fifteen percent (15%) to twenty percent (20%) of 

pregnant women will fill prescriptions for opioid medications, 

but the long-term impact is unknown. 

 

 Announcements Mr. Magill stated that he and Mr. Geoff Mason gave 

presentations at the Alliance for a Healthier S. C. Annual 

Meeting last week.  He also recently presented at the S. C. 

Hospital Association Annual meeting, accompanied by Dr. 

Robert Bank and Mr. Mark Binkley. There were approximately 

three hundred fifty (350) people in attendance.   Mr. Magill 
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stated that the Governor’s and Legislative Committee on 

Children and Adolescents held the first meeting of 2017 recently 

and is under new leadership.           

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 At 11:20 a.m., on a motion by Sharon Wilson, seconded by Bob 

Hiott, the Commission adjourned the Business Meeting and 

entered into Executive Session to receive legal advice concerning 

pending and threatened litigation.  Upon convening in open 

session at 12:15 p.m., it was noted that only information was 

received; no votes or actions were taken. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 Commission Members   

 

 

 

 Staff/Guests 

 

 

 

 

 

Alison Y. Evans, Psy.D., 

Chair 

(via phone) 

Sharon Wilson 

 

Geoff Mason 

Susan Marshall 

Zuly Gonzalez 

April Simpson 

Crystal Barrs 

Mary Lou Rogers 

Dona Driver-Cahn 

Jennifer Snow 

Kelly Adams 

Captain Stacey Owens 

Paton Blough 

 

Dr. Everard Rutledge, Vice Chair 

Bob Hiott 

Louise Haynes 

 

Dr. Al Edwards 

Kelly Prasun 

Marie Young 

Jack Baker 

Ed Spencer 

Versie Bellamy 

Mark Binkley 

Alan Powell 

Dr. Kimberly Rudd 

Joe James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVALS 

  

 

    ___________________                     ___________________ 

          Alison Y. Evans                                  Terry Davis 

             PsyD, Chair                              Recording Secretary 
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