
S. C. MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION MEETING 

SCDMH Administration, 2414 Bull Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29201 

November 4, 2016 
  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The November 4, 2016 meeting of the South Carolina Mental 

Health Commission was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Dr. 

Alison Y. Evans, Chairperson, in Conference Room 320 at 

the SC Department of Mental Health Administration 

Building, 2414 Bull Street, Columbia, SC.  Jeff Ham 

provided the invocation. 
 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

  

On a motion by Buxton Terry, seconded by Sharon Wilson, the 

Commission approved the agenda for today’s Business 

Meeting. 
 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Sharon Wilson, seconded by Beverly Cardwell, 

the Commission approved the minutes from the Business 

Meeting of September 9, 2016. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

All voted in favor to the above motions; all motions carried. 
 

 

APPROVAL OF 2017 COMMISSION MEETING DATES 

 

On a motion by Beverly Cardwell, seconded by Sharon Wilson, 

the Commission approved the 2017 Commission Meeting dates. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

All voted in favor to the above motions; all motions carried. 
 

 

MONTHLY/QUARTERLY INFORMATION REPORTS 

 Mr. Mark Binkley presented the items listed under 

Monthly/Quarterly Informational Reports, copies of which had 

been provided to the Commission.  He stated that there were 

three (3) employee terminations as a result of the investigations. 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL OVERVIEW AND UPDATE 

 Remarks from Ms. Janie 

Simpson, Chair, 

Planning Council 

 

Ms. Janie Simpson, Chair, Planning Council presented her 

personal account of mental illness and stated that her condition 

has been managed through the use of therapy, medications, and 

coping skills.  Ms. Simpson expressed appreciation to Mr. 

Magill for setting a standard of acceptance, with the 

understanding that mental illness is a disease that is being fought 

by individuals, family members, clinicians, and advocates.  She 

stated that she is honored to be affiliated with the SCDMH as 

part of the mission and passion for better mental illness 
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outcomes.  Ms. Simpson expressed her gratitude to Mr. Magill, 

Mr. Mark Binkley, Mr. Geoff Mason, and Mr. Stewart Cooner 

for their responses of encouragement and compassion.  Mr. 

Geoff Mason commended Ms. Simpson for the work she has 

done as Chair of the State Planning Council. 

 

 Approval of Issue Action 

Paper 

 

 

Mr. Alan Powell presented an Issue Action Paper for a donation 

of land by the Friends of the Florence Stockade, copies of which 

had been provided to the Commission. 

 

On a motion by Buxton Terry, seconded by Beverly Cardwell, 

the Commission approved accepting the donation of land by 

the Friends of the Florence Stockade. 

 

All voted in favor to the above motion; all motions carried. 

 

 

 Report of the Inpatient 

Facilities Governing 

Body Meeting of July 13, 

2016 and Approval of 

Minutes 

 

Ms. Versie Bellamy presented the Inpatient Facilities Governing 

Body Meeting minutes from the July 13, 2016 meeting, copies 

of which had been provided to the Commission.    

 

On a motion by Louise Haynes, seconded by Buxton Terry, the 

Commission approved the Governing Body Meeting minutes 

from the July 13, 2016 meeting. 

 

 

 Community Mental 

Health Statistical Report 

Mr. Geoff Mason stated that a comparison of FY15 and FY16 

indicates that improvements in access and productivity continue.  

An improvement of approximately twelve percent (12%) has 

been made in the percent of intakes meeting access standards, 

increasing the FY16 average to ninety-four percent (94%), 

which surpasses the current standard of ninety percent (90%).  

Mr. Mason stated that documentation is completed during the 

patients’ visits.  He noted that productivity increased slightly, 

and may have been impacted by the closing of facilities due to 

the aftermath of flooding in October, 2015 and Hurricane 

Matthew in 2016. 

 

 

 Bull Street Update Mr. Mark Binkley stated that a parcel closing took place on 

September 29, 2016 for approximately 2.5 acres at the location 

of the Hall Cottages.  He stated the Hall Cottages will be 

demolished in the next two (2) to three (3) months to allow the 

construction of an upscale, senior living center.  Mr. Binkley 

stated that The First Base Building is currently occupied by a 

law firm and a medical practice.  He stated that Parker Annex 

has been remodeled and is being used as an office building.  Mr. 
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Binkley stated that the Bakery Building has been remodeled and 

is being used as shared office spaces for entrepreneurs.   Plans 

have been announced to convert approximately thirty-eight (38) 

acres along Bull Street into a large, retail area with office spaces 

located above.  He stated that the Developer has agreed to 

purchase and donate sixteen (16) acres to the University of 

South Carolina as a future medical school campus. 

 

 Financial Status Update Mr. Dave Schaefer stated that adjustments have been made to 

the forecast with State appropriations for the employee general 

increases and with Medicaid revenue, due to the rate increases 

for inpatient facilities.  He stated that the primary concerns 

involve MCO billing and two (2) categories of rejections.   Mr. 

Schaefer stated that the first category of rejection involves 

agreements that were made with HHS, SCDMH, and the MCOs 

regarding billing issues and ensuring that SCDMH billing is 

handled differently than billing for private providers.  It was 

noted that the second category of rejections pertains to NCCI 

edits, with the billing for same-day services being rejected.    He 

stated that HHS is working with CMS to possibly develop a 

waiver or to deactivate edits in the billing process.  Mr. Schaefer 

stated that the IT Department is working on developing a 

modifier for processing some of the unpaid claims.   
 

Mr. Magill stated that he is optimistic that the transitioning 

issues will be resolved within six (6) to twelve (12) months. 

 

 

 Update on Sexually 

Violent Predator 

Treatment Program 

 

 

Mr. Mark Binkley stated that all approvals have been received 

from the Joint Bond Review Committee (JBRC) and the State 

Fiscal Accountability Authority (SFAA) for the RFP.  He stated 

that a transition process has begun with Correct Care Recovery 

Solutions and it is expected that the transitioning process will be 

completed by December 1, 2016.    Mr. Binkley stated that 

bonds will be issued by the State to generate funds to construct 

the new facility, which will be located on Broad River Road.   A 

meeting has been held with Correct Care Recovery Solutions 

and their design/construction team.  The estimated completion 

date of the new facility is September, 2018, and Correct Care 

Recovery Solutions will operate the program in the current 

location at the Broad River Correctional Institute until 

completion of the new facility.  
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 New Grant:   

ED Telepsych 

 

Dr. Bank stated that the Telehealth Alliance has approved a plan 

to assist with the placement of telepsych equipment in six (6) 

rural hospitals.  He stated that an agreement has been made to 

fund a full time psychiatrist, who will be employed by SCDMH.  

Dr. Bank stated that the Telehealth Alliance has agreed to fund 

replacement of aging equipment in twelve (12) other hospitals. 

 

Mr. Magill stated that by the end the fiscal year, Telepsych will 

be operational in approximately thirty (30) hospitals. 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Mr. Magill stated that he, along with Dr. Evans and Melanie 

Ferretti, represented SCDMH in the communities of Hartsville 

and Chesterfield.  He highlighted a presentation sample and a 

photograph that was taken of Governor Nikki Haley with 

Carolina United staff members at a Governor’s Disaster 

Recovery location in Jasper County.  Mr. Magill stated that 

DAODAS will be relocating to a new location in mid-

November.  He stated that it is expected that the Forensics 

waiting list will continue to decrease as more community 

resources are becoming available for supervised residential 

facilities.  Mr. Magill stated that at the request of the Governor, 

fourteen (14) SCDMH employees were dispatched to North 

Carolina to assist that State after Hurricane Matthew.  He stated 

that SCDMH has assigned additional fulltime staff members to 

the Townville Elementary School for the remainder of the 2016 

calendar year, to provide counseling for staff, as well as 

students.  Mr. Magill stated that SCDMH’s budget request for 

2017 was recently presented to the Governor’s staff and to the 

State Budget Office.  He stated that the Senate Finance Budget 

hearing is scheduled for December 14, 2016. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 At 11:53 a.m., on a motion by Dr. Everard Rutledge, seconded 

by Buxton Terry, the Commission adjourned.  
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 Commission Members   

 

 

 

 

 Staff/Guests 

 

 

 

Alison Y. Evans, Psy.D., 

Chair 

Louise Haynes 

Bob Hiott 

Beverly Cardwell 

 

John Magill 

Geoff Mason 

Stewart Cooner 

Mark Binkley 

Versie Bellamy 

Dr. Robert Bank 

Dr. Kimberly Rudd 

 

Dr. Everard Rutledge, Vice 

Chair  

Sharon Wilson 

Buxton Terry 

 

Rosemary Hedden 

Sarah St. Onge 

Janie Simpson 

Valarie Perkins 

Alan Powell 

Dave Schaefer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVALS 

  

 

    ___________________                     ___________________ 

          Alison Y. Evans                                  Terry Davis 

             PsyD, Chair                              Recording Secretary 
 

 

 


