
S. C. MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION MEETING 

Hosted by: 

Columbia Area Mental Health Center 

2715 Colonial Drive 

Columbia,  SC  29201 

August 5, 2016 
  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The August 5, 2016 meeting of the South Carolina Mental Health 

Commission was called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Dr. Alison Y. 

Evans, Chairperson, at the Columbia Area Mental Health 

Center.  Mr. Marvin Bryant, Special Services Coordinator, 

provided the invocation. 
 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

 

Dr. Evans welcomed Ms. Alexis Small, Program Manager and 

Recruiter from Liberty Healthcare.  She also welcomed Mr. Kenneth 

Childs, Mr. Eugene Green, Mr. John Hays, Mr. John Hutto, III, Mr. 

David Jameson, Ms. Linda Jefferson, Mr. William Lindsey, Mr. 

Jerry Pate, and Ms. Margaret Scott, Columbia Area Mental Health 

Board Members. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

  
On a motion by Sharon Wilson, seconded by Beverly Cardwell, the 

Commission approved the agenda for today’s Business Meeting. 
 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Buxton Terry, seconded by Louise Haynes, the 

Commission approved the Minutes from the Business Meeting of 

July 8, 2016. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

All voted in favor to the above motions; all motions carried. 
 

 

MONTHLY/QUARTERLY INFORMATION REPORTS 

 Mr. Mark Binkley presented the items listed under 

Monthly/Quarterly Informational Reports, copies of which had been 

provided to the Commission.   
 

 

DEPARTMENTAL OVERVIEW AND UPDATE 

 Forensics Update 

 

Ms. Versie Bellamy stated that an Action Plan has been developed 

for Forensics.  She stated there has been a twenty-two percent (22%) 

decrease in the waitlist since March, 2016 and there have been 

enhanced collaborations with the community.  Inpatient staff have 

visited detention centers to make assessments and efforts by the 

Community Mental Health Centers, under the supervision of Mr. 

Geoff Mason have helped to ensure all measures are being taken to 

provide defendants awaiting admission the best services possible.  
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She stated that a Waitlist for Patient Movement Management Group 

has been formed to maximize the usage of beds to ensure that all 

available beds are being utilized.  Ms. Bellamy stated that the 

Forensics capacity at the present time is two hundred eighteen (218) 

patients.  It was noted that are currently one hundred eighty-four 

(184) sexually violent predators in the program and it is expected 

that there will be additions due to upcoming trials. 

 

Mr. Magill stated that approximately one thousand (1,000) Forensic 

outpatient evaluations are done each year. 

 

Mr. Geoff Mason stated that it was requested that Directors of the 

Community Mental Health Centers visit the local jails to offer 

assistance and treatment services to defendants awaiting admission.  

He stated that assessments are completed on those defendants in the 

jails and are submitted to Inpatient Services.  Mr. Mason reported 

that SCDMH has contracts with some detention centers across the 

State, while other detention centers have private contractors that 

provide mental health services.  He stated that are several initiatives 

in the Community to develop opportunities for more placements for 

Forensic patients who are no longer in need of hospitalization.  Mr. 

Mason stated that it has been requested that Centers assess those of 

their patients residing in Community Residential Care Facilities 

(CRCFs) across the State, and whenever possible, move patients to a 

less restrictive level of care, in order to make more beds available for 

Forensics patients who are no longer in need of hospitalization.   

 

Mr. Alan Powell emphasized that reducing the waiting list for 

Forensics is a priority.  He stated that eleven (11) issues have been 

identified and a group will be meeting monthly to resolve them.  Mr. 

Powell stated that Ms. Monique Lee has met with, and will continue 

to meet with, local detention facility Administrators, local Solicitors, 

local Probate Courts, and Mental Health Centers in order to offer 

assistance.  At the direction of Mr. Magill, Mr. Powell stated that 

quarterly meetings are being organized with the Probate Judges.  A 

meeting with the Probate Judges is scheduled for August 12, 2016.  

Mr. Powell stated that the waitlist has been reduced by 

approximately twenty (20) in the past month. 

 

 Pharmacy Assistance 

Program (PAP) Update 

 

Mr. Alan Powell stated a contract has been in place with mail order 

pharmacies to assist Mental Health Center patients who qualify 

obtain free medication from pharmaceutical manufacturers’ 

pharmacy assistance programs (PAPs).  Approximately ten percent 

(10%) of outpatients qualify for the Pharmacy Assistance Programs 

(PAPs), and with many psychiatric medications now being available 

as generics, the decision has been made to discontinue the contract as 
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of August 19, 2016.  Mr. Powell stated that the advantage for 

SCDMH in discontinuing the contract is that it resolves a potential 

legal issue.  The cancellation of the contract will not impact patient 

care, as Centers have made other arrangements to assist their 

qualified patients in applying to PAPs. 

 

 Bull Street Update Mr. Mark Binkley stated that the next benchmark under the Contract 

is September 30, 2016, by which date the Buyer/Developer must pay 

SCDMH an additional $ 941,000.00.  He stated that there are 

currently two possible (2) closings of which SCDMH is aware.  One 

of the closings is for the purchase of the road from Barnwell Street to 

the Bakery Building.  Mr. Binkley stated that one third (1/3) of an 

acre will be sold to allow access to the Bakery Building.  He stated 

that the other closing in the near future is likely a Student Housing 

Project.   

 

Mr. Magill stated that progress is being made on the development of 

apartments in the Babcock Building. 

 

 

 Financial Status Update Mr. Mark Binkley highlighted certain information on the SCDMH 

Financial Report, dated June 30, 2016, copies of which had been 

provided to the Commission. 
 

 

 Approval of Medical Care 

Account Waivers 

 

Mr. Alan Powell presented an approval request for the waiver of a 

patient’s outstanding balance of $ 362,234.31, a copy of which had 

been provided to the Commission. 

 

On a motion by Bob Hiott, seconded by Sharon Wilson, the 

Commission approved the request to grant a medical waiver to 

waive the patient’s outstanding balance. 

 

Mr. Alan Powell presented an approval request for the waiver of a 

patient’s outstanding balance of $ 700,067.13, a copy of which had been 

provided to the Commission. 

 

On a motion by Buck Terry, seconded by Sharon Wilson, the 

Commission approved the request to grant a medical waiver to 

waive the patient’s outstanding balance. 

 

Mr. Alan Powell presented an approval request for the waiver of a 

patient’s outstanding balance of $ 517,742.11, a copy of which had 

been provided to the Commission. 
 

On a motion by Dr. Rutledge, seconded by Louise Haynes, the 

Commission approved the request to grant a medical waiver to 

waive the patient’s outstanding balance. 
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All voted in favor to the above motions; all motions carried. 
 

 Medicaid Carve-In 

Update 

Dr. Robert Bank stated that there are still approximately thirty 

percent (30%) of SCDMH’s patients in fee-for-service Medicaid.  He 

stated that all of the five (5) MCOs require prior authorizations (PAs) 

for rehabilitation services.  Dr. Bank stated that PA requests are 

being sent in a sequence to avoid sending all of them at the same 

time.  He stated that therapists will soon be able to track remaining 

services available under the PAs, with units and sessions being 

counted.  Dr. Bank stated that an outstanding issue related to billing 

is that, as payments are received by SCDMH, they must be identified 

and credited to the appropriate Centers.  SCDMH remains uncertain 

as to whether the MCOs can remit payments in the manner that is 

needed.  He stated that DHHS needs to continue to be involved in the 

process. 

 

Mr. Mark Binkley stated that some test claims are currently being 

processed to ensure the claims submitted by SCDMH are accurate. 

He reported that the test files appear to be successful and the next 

step will be to choose the claims from one (1) Mental Health Center 

and send them to the MCOs to determine if they can be paid 

successfully, before submitting claims from all Centers. 

 

 

 

 

 Announcements Mr. Magill commended the attendance of nine (9) of the Columbia 

Area Board Members at the Center Presentation and the Business 

Meeting and expressed his appreciation.  

 

Mr. Magill stated the following announcements:  

 The Sexually Violent Predator Program (RFP) will be 

presented to the Joint Bond Review Committee (JBRC) in 

September for approval. 

 The Blue Ribbon Program was presented again since the last 

Commission Meeting.  To date, there have been thirty-one 

(31) presentations and over one hundred (100) attendees have 

attended at least one of the sessions. 

 The Lowcountry Mental Health Conference, sponsored by the 

Charleston/Dorchester Mental Health Center and Mental 

Health Heroes Foundation, was held in Charleston last week.   

There were approximately nine hundred fifty (950) registered 

for the Conference and stated the Conference was 

outstanding.  The Lowcountry Mental Health Conference is 

believed to be the largest Mental Health Conference on the 

East coast, and it is anticipated that the attendance for 2017 

will be approximately one thousand (1,000). 

 Mr. Mark Binkley will request that Ms. Tracy LaPointe send 

notifications of upcoming conferences to the SCDMH 
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Commission Members. 

 

Mr. Bill Lindsey stated that on August 20, 2016, the Annual National 

Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) S. C. State Conference will be 

held at the Columbia Marriott. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 At 11:25 a.m., on a motion by Buck Terry, seconded by Sharon 

Wilson, the Commission adjourned the Business Meeting and 

entered into executive session to receive legal advice concerning a 

compliance issue which relates to a waiting list for admission of 

criminal defendants ordered admitted by Courts of General 

Sessions and a personnel evaluation.  Upon convening in open 

session at 12:28 p.m., it was noted that only information was 

received; no votes or actions were taken. 
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 Commission Members   
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APPROVALS 

  

    ___________________                     ___________________ 

          Alison Y. Evans                                  Terry Davis 

             PsyD, Chair                              Recording Secretary 

 

 

 


