
S.C. MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION 
S.C. Department of Mental Health 

 
C.M. Tucker, Jr., Nursing Care Center 

Stone Pavilion 
2200 Harden Street 
Columbia, SC 29203 

 
June 7, 2012 

Facility Presentation
 

 
Attendance: 
Commission Members 
 
Alison Y. Evans, PsyD, Chair  J. Buxton Terry  Jane B. Jones 
Everard O. Rutledge, PhD  Joan Moore, Vice Chair (excused) 
 
Staff/Guests: 
 
John H. Magill   Frances Corley  Margaret Hanchey Janie Simpson 
Kimberley Rudd, MD  Paulette Gardner Helen Coffman  Tim Spires 
Rachel Flemming  John D. Scott  Andrea L. Darden Robert Morgan 
Mark Binkley   Norma Jean Mobley Stacey Summerour Geoff Mason 
Robert Bank, MD  Ligia Latiff-Bolet Meera Narasimhan, MD  
 
The S.C. Mental Health Commission met at the C.M. Tucker, Jr., Nursing Care Center on 
Thursday, June 7, 2012, in the Stone Pavilion Dining Room.  The facility presentation was called 
to order by Alison Y. Evans, PsyD, Chair, at 9:00 a.m.  Dr. Evans turned the presentation over to 
Frances Corley, Administrator of Stone Pavilion.   
 
Ms. Corley introduced Norma Jean Mobley, Administrator of Roddey Pavilion.  Ms. Corley 
welcomed the Commission to Tucker Center today and hopes that the Commission likes what 
they see and will take a good impression of the nursing home away with them when they leave. 
Ms. Corley said that a nursing home is one of the most highly regulated facilities in the state.  
Last week, Joint Commission conducted a survey at Stone and the facility received a good report.  
The facility has received good reports from all regulatory bodies this past year.   
 
Ms. Corley said that the Joint Commission completed a comparison between nursing homes that 
have been accredited by the Joint Commission and those that are not accredited.  It was found that 
any nursing home accredited by Joint Commission was more safety conscious than those that 
were non-accredited.  For informational purposes, there are 17 such facilities accredited by the 
Joint Commission in South Carolina.   
 
Ms. Corley introduced Tim Spires who gave a presentation on the Falls Prevention Program at 
C.M. Tucker.  Mr. Spires said that falls are the leading cause of death from injury among people 
age 65 and over.  Also, many people who experience a fall will then develop a fear of falling.  
This fear may cause them to limit their activities, leading to reduced mobility and loss of physical 
fitness, which, in turn, increases their risk of falling.  Nationwide, 60 percent of nursing home 
residents fall each year. 
 
Mr. Spires explained that Tucker Center has always had a falls program as does every nursing 
home.  The serious injury rate as a result of a fall was 2.5 percent for the Roddey Pavilion and 4.4 
percent for the Stone Pavilion.  It was obvious that even though this wasn’t bad, the facility could 
do much better.  A lot of research was done of what program would be best for the population at 
Tucker Center.  The Falls Prevention and Management Program was developed. 
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Some fall prevention interventions that could be utilized were: medication review/pharmacy 
screen, equipment manual on each unit, one-on-one assist, move residents’ rooms closer to the 
nursing station and angling wheelchairs in such a way to enable the resident to exit the chair in a 
safe way.  Several ways that Tucker staff can help prevent falls were: keeping halls, rooms and 
other areas clutter free; make sure beds are in the lowest position if the resident is in bed; and 
insure call lights and other needs are within residents’ reach.   
 
Mr. Spires said that the Falls Prevention and Management Program began in December 2010.  At 
that time the incidence of falls decreased at Roddey from 4.2 percent to 1.22 percent, and at Stone 
from 6.74 percent to 6.16 percent.  For 2010, Stone Pavilion’s average falls per 1000 resident 
days was 7.31; for 2011, the average falls per 1000 resident days is 6.12.  This is a 16.3 percent 
decrease in falls.  For 2012 through April, Stone Pavilion average falls per 1000 resident days is 
5.48. 
 
For 2010, Roddey Pavilion’s average falls per 1000 resident days was 3.63; for 2011, the average 
falls per 1000 resident days is 2.70.  This represents a 25.62 percent decrease in falls.  For 2012 
through April, Roddey Pavilion average falls p0er 1000 resident days is 2.53. 
 
Mr. Spires said that staff continues to meet weekly to review what has been done and what can be 
improved.  Mr. Spires said that the data is benchmarked with the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC).  It is obvious that Tucker Center is comfortably below the national benchmarks.  It was 
also noted that both Campbell Nursing Home and Veterans Victory House have a similar falls 
prevention program. 
 
Ms. Norma Jean Mobley, Administrator of Roddey Pavilion, said that many of the residents have 
lived at Tucker for many years.  She said that the average stay is five years. There are two 
residents who have lived at Tucker for 40 years, and two percent have lived at Tucker for 25 
years.  The average age of the residents is 33 to 96 years of age.  One-third of the residents are 
less than 60 years old.   
 
Ms. Mobley said the residents enjoy the normal activities that nursing home residents enjoy, such 
as playing bingo, sing alongs, going to the mall and watching movies.  The staff began to search 
for an activity that was unique for them to do.  Organized by Suzie Wattenbarger, former DMH 
employee, a small acting group was formed called, “The Tucker Players.”  This activity has 
helped to decrease negative behavior at the facility, and the group has also impacted the Art of 
Recovery. 
 
After a presentation by “The Tucker Players”, and introduction of the staff present at the meeting 
by Ms. Bellamy, the facility presentation concluded at 9:55 a.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  _______________________________________ 
Alison Y. Evans, PsyD, Chair   Connie Mancari, Recording Secretary 
   
 


