
S.C. Department of Mental Health 
Center Board/Legislative Training 

 
Thursday, September 24, 2009 

10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 
 

A training session for mental health center board members and members of the SC 
Mental Health Commission was held on Thursday, September 24, 2009, in room 323 at 
the SCDMH Administration Building, 2414 Bull Street, Columbia, SC.  John H. Magill, 
State Director of DMH, welcomed everyone to the training session. Commission 
members attending the training session were: 
 
Alison Y. Evans, Psy.D., Chair   Joan Moore, Vice Chair 
Jane Jones      J. Buxton Terry 
Everard O. Rutledge, PhD 
     
Mr. Magill told those in attendance that this is the second training for boards regarding 
legislative issues.  The training was developed by Brenda Hart, Deputy Director of 
Administration, and her staff.  Mr. Magill mentioned that he will be visiting the center 
boards in the near future attending their regular meetings.  His purpose in doing this is to 
obtain information regarding ideas that could be implemented at the Department of 
Mental Health.   
 
Mr. Magill said this has been a very difficult time financially for all of the state agencies.  
With everyone’s help, DMH has been able to keep the quality of the services and the 
volume of services at a high level, with minimal funding.  Mr. Magill said that DMH 
operates a hospital system that is probably one of the largest in the state.  He also said 
that the Department is the third largest provider of nursing home services in South 
Carolina, as well as being one of the largest providers of nursing home services to 
veterans.  The Department also has a very large community mental health system.  The 
Department also operates a large forensics program, as well as a Sexually Violent 
Predator (SVP) program. 
 
DMH has taken some very large budget hits.  The Department’s state appropriations are 
at the lowest level it has been since the late 1980’s. 
 
Mr. Magill said that DMH did sign a letter of intent for the eventual sale of the Bull 
Street property.  Selling this large a piece of property – 180 acres – has presented a 
challenge to all concerned.  DMH is hopeful that a contract for sale will be received 
shortly. 
 
Mr. Magill mentioned that he attended a Senate Medical Affairs Sub-Committee hearing 
yesterday to give testimony concerning possible restructuring issues.  There is currently a 
bill – H.3199 – that, if passed, will create a Department of Behavioral Health.  This will 
become a cabinet agency comprising the Department of Mental Health, Department of 
Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services, and the Continuum of Care.   
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Mr. Magill said he is proud of the agency’s employees and what has been accomplished 
over the last three years.  Staff has done an excellent job of rightsizing the organization in 
a difficult financial time. 
 
Brenda Hart introduced Mike Shealy, Senate Finance Committee, and Beverly Smith, 
House Ways and Means Committee, who gave a presentation on how the budgeting 
process works. Mr. Shealy said that the state’s budget is now at $20 million, total.  This 
represents 14 percent of the state’s economy.  Between 2007 and 2010, there was an 
approximate 18 percent drop in the state’s revenue. Ms. Smith continued the presentation 
on how to work with the General Assembly. Some pointers presented were: 
 

• Know the issue and who should be involved with the issue; 
• Know the chairman, subcommittee members and staff; 
• One page explanations are best; and, 
• Be available 

 
Dr. Alison Evans, Chair of the South Carolina Mental Health Commission, gave a 
presentation on how to work effectively with the General Assembly.  Some pointers 
given were to be persistent, be patient and be polite.  Dr. Evans said that individuals need 
to be willing to make phone calls, write letters and make visits to members of the General 
Assembly, preferably in their home districts.  Other members of the Commission also 
gave pointers on working with the General Assembly, such as: 
 

• Meet with the legislator in a casual environment; 
• Do not overwhelm a legislator with materials; 
• If a legislator is running for re-election, get involved in his campaign; and, 
• Get to know the staff members 

 
Next on the agenda was an advocates’ panel regarding legislative issues.  Included on the 
panel were Gloria Prevost, Protection & Advocacy; Joy Jay, Mental Health America; 
Bonnie Page, SC SHARE; and Diane Flashnick, Federation of Families. Each 
organization mentioned what their respective organization is involved in and the issues 
that they each are interested in, such as suicide prevention, recovery, alcohol and 
substance abuse issues, and children’s issues. 
 
At 1:00 p.m. board members had a presentation from Geoff Mason, Deputy Director of 
Community Mental Health Services, and Mark Binkley, General Counsel, on the roles 
and responsibilities of community board members.  The individual break out sessions 
began at 1:45 p.m. with the conclusion of the training at 3:00 p.m. It should be noted that 
all handouts and details of individual presentations are filed with the original of these 
minutes. 
 
 
____________________________  ____________________________________ 
Alison Y. Evans, Psy.D., Chair  Connie Mancari, Recording Secretary 
 
  


