
 1

SOUTH CAROLINA MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION 
South Carolina Department of Mental Health 

 
Catawba Mental Health Center 

York Adult Services Clinic 
166 Dotson Street 

Rock Hill, South Carolina 29732 
 

Budget Presentation/Question & Answer Session 
February 5, 2009 

 
 
Attendance: Commission Members 
Alison Y. Evans, PsyD, Chair   J. Buxton Terry  Jane B.Jones 
Joan Moore, Vice Chair    Everard Rutledge, PhD 
 
Staff/Guests: Catawba Board Members 
Beverly Cardwell    Bennie Thompson 
Libby Sweatt-Lambert    Tena Neely 
 
DMH/Catawba Mental Health Staff 
Dr. Paul Cornely    John H. Magill  Geoff Mason 
Brenda Hart     Mark Binkley  Versie Bellamy 
Robert Bank, MD 
 
On February 5, 2009, at 10:00 a.m., and immediately following the center presentation, Dr. Evans 
suggested that members of the Catawba Mental Health Center board and staff would like to take 
advantage of the time available prior to the start of the business meeting to ask questions of the 
Commission, and to receive a brief overview of the budget reductions.  Brief introductions took 
place. 
 
Dr. Rutledge, being a new Commission member, asked about the funding for School-Based 
services.  It was explained that the funding for the School-Based Counselors is received from 
both the Department of Mental Health and the Department of Education. 
 
Dr. Cornerly said that the York Adult Services building is one of the oldest mental health clinics 
in the state.  The building was built in the mid-1970’s.  Dr. Cornerly said that it is the goal of his 
and the board’s to combine the administration office, the clinic and the family center into one 
facility.  This would save the $13,000 per month in rental that is paid for the family center. The 
Commission commented that Dr. Cornerly has done a remarkable job in turning the center around 
since the Commission’s last visit to Catawba.  
 
Mr. Magill inquired as to how many physicians are on staff at the center.  Dr. Hobgood replied 
there are six full time physicians that cover the three county area.  Presently, the center serves 
1200 clients.   
 
Mrs. Beverly Cardwell distributed a document depicting state appropriations for 2009 by mental 
health center, population and state dollars received per individual.  It was noted that Catawba 
ranks seventeenth in per capital spending.  Mrs. Cardwell said that since York County is a rapidly 
growing county, would there be any way that the center could be cut less than the other centers in 
the state.  Mr. Mason said that the Department has tried to make the cuts as equitable as possible.  
DMH has not received sufficient new money to spread across the system in an equitable way.  
Funding from the counties vary greatly.  Centers in those counties that receive more revenue are 
doing more services that are revenue generating.   Dr. Evans said she went through the same 
discussion with Pee Dee Mental Health Center.   
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At this point in the discussion, Ms. Hart gave a brief overview of the budget cuts that have 
occurred since June, 2008. 
 
June 30, 2008      $220,228,567 
Base reduction – 7/1/08     (    2,336,201) 
       $217,800,000 
+1% pay raise            1,400,000
       $219,200,000 
 
The Department has had three mid-year cuts since July 1, 2008: 
 
3% reduction      (    6,000,000)
       $212,600,000 
7.8% reduction      (  17,000,000)
       $195,600,000 
7% reduction      (  13,700,000)
       $181,900,000 
 
Ms. Hart said that the Department has lost approximately $40 million this year.  She said that 
DMH has been fortunate in that it has received several cost settlements and other one-time money 
that helped to offset the impact to the agency.  It is anticipated that on July 1, 2009, the agency 
will have to incur another reduction of possibly eight percent, or $15.6 million.  This will give the 
agency a $166.3 million base to begin fiscal year 2010.  It is quite possible that the eight percent 
could be higher.  The Board of Economic Advisors (BEA) meets again on February 2 and will 
make another revenue projection for the state.  This may mean that the Department will have to 
increase this reduction. 
 
Mr. Magill said that the Department has legislatively mandated programs that it must do, such as 
forensics and the Sexually Violent Predator Program.  The mandated programs amount to 
approximately $24 million from the agency’s budget.  Mr. Terry said that last year the 
Department served 103,000 clients.  If these numbers come into being, the Department will only 
be able to serve 85,000 clients.  Services to predators are mandated; services to victims of 
predators are not mandated.  Dr. Evans said there are no good choices to make.  It is a crisis 
situation when hospital beds are reduced. 
 
It was mentioned that School-Based services is a good program and it works. The Department has 
to downsize, but care needs to be taken not to eliminate good programs that are being done.  The 
idea was mentioned that the Department of Education could include a section on School-Based 
Services in its budget presentation when Dr. Rex presents to the Senate Finance Health Sub-
Committee.  It was also mentioned that local boards can make an impact by stressing to their 
local delegations the need for mental health services.  Dr. Cornerly said the center will do all it 
can to help improve services in the catchment area. 
 
There being no further discussion, the presentation concluded at 10:40 a.m.  
 
 
 
__________________________________ ________________________________ 
Alison Y. Evans, PsyD, Chair   Connie Mancari, Recording Secretary 
South Carolina Mental Health Commission South Carolina Mental Health Commission 
 
 
 
  


