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Our Mission at DJJ

It is the mission of the South Carolibapartment of Juvenile Justi@JJ) to
protect the public and reclaivenileshrough prerention, community
services, education, and rehabilitative services
in the least restrictive environment.
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to a lot of people is the
fact that our kids go to
school every weekday just
like other children in the
state. They prepar for
college, learn vocational
skills, and graduate just

like any other students in
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| am pleased to present the South Carolepartment
of Juvenile Justi®d ¥ A Data ResQUEBSGLIde

Thisnew guide wilgive readers an overview of DJJ al
basic statistics on the agency. At DJJ, we believe in
developingthe youth who come to us, to send them
back to their communities more empowered and witt
more skillgshan when they arrived. &t of the goal of
this newData Resource Guideto providethe reader
with an indepth knowledge of DJJ and thevenile
justicesystem in South Carolina.

Continuing a trend, D3awan overall decrease youth crime. DJJ processed just
13,591 newyouth cases this year, downdm 15,429 new cases last year and 28,55
new cases 15 years ago. We are happy to aotengoing drastic downward trend
youth crime continuing over 20 years, since its peak in 1985

We did see an increase this yeanjouth violent and serious offeres after a drastic
decline since the 19986 peak. Violent crime rates this year were roughly equivale
to the violent crime rate from 2022013, though still significantly lower overall in th
last decade. This increase in violent aedious crime is ahange we will carefully

. rgpgiitor to see what additional effortare can make at DJJ to help address. this

More progressivelyDJJ observed a sharp decrease in the numbgowfig people
charged with Disturbing School offenses. This comes as part of |dfges €0
LINEGSy( aiGddzRSyia THRBMNMASZFYSNRAYB{AKSEa
transgressions. It is besandled directly by school officials and local resource
officers, rather than pushing youth into thevenile justicesystem.

On another positivaote, DJJ is currently working on a proposaghionalization Plan
allowing youths in longerm commitment to be housed closer to their home
counties. They would have better access to their families and local services need
when they transition back intthe community. More details on this plan, and how it
will benefit our youths and our citizens, is included on page 2 oRésurce Guide.

Our goal at DX&mains, as always, to serve the citizens of South Carolina and our
young people, and to providei the public safety and welieing of the state. | hope
this Guide will serve as an excellent overview of the many ways DJJ works to act
this goal.

Freddie Pough,
Director
South Carolin@epartment of Juvenile Justice
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». The DJJRegionalizationPla
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The South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice regionalization plan represents ¢
Fdzy RIF'YSyGlf aKATG Ay K2g O2YYAOGGSR @2
justice systemit will allow youth to be housed closer to their home communities inste
of committing them to a distant state facility. Regionalization will bring neighboring counties together to share reso
and services to better serve committed youth. Advantagisegionalization include: increased family engagement,
transitional programming; improved community, prevention and treatment services; and, enhanced parole and pro
proficiency.

DJJ currently has one central letegm care facility located in Qohbia. Under the proposed regionalization plan, these
young people will be committed to lortgrm confinement in three regions (Upstate, Midlands, and Coastal) in the st

instead. .
This new plan will keep them closer to home during D I d yo u kn OV@

their incarceration, Bowing for them to more easily 68% ofyouthsadmitted to the Broad River Road Complex
receive visitation from family members and to be  in CY2017 were more than 75 miles from their home county
closer to community resources in their home county at BRRC.

These community resources are particularly
important as they prepare to transition back into
their home communities, and DJntensive
Supervision Officers in their home county work
directly with these youth to connect them with the A 2013 study ofouthsfrom the Ohio Department of Youth
local resources they will need to ensure that they  Services found thatouthswho received no visitation hadn
don't re-offend when they leave lonterm average 3.5 times more behavioral incidents each month as
commitment. youthswho received regular visitatioh.

Under the new regionalization plan, only about 29% of
committed youths wilbe housed more than 75 miles from their
home county.

Regionalization is a national best praetthat has | A 2008 study from the Flda Department of Corrections found
contributed to the steady decline in the commitmen that in the 12 months leading up to release, each month that
of youthsthroughout this country. South Carolina wi prisoner received visitors correlated to an additional 4.8%
continue this progressive practice with the primary\ reduction in the odds of recidivatj2

goals of strengthening family and commiyni
connections ando holistically rehabildte our youth
andtheir family units. Regionalizatioalso increases
the opportunity for social programming, community
engagement, mentorshijgand the establishment f ~ *»

societal continuum of carelhis innovative and e =

forward-thinking approach withlsoexpand the " =

opportunity for the community to take an active rolé

in teaching and enhancing tleharacter z:

development of DJJ youths o l
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Vera Institute of Justice. ©
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Society: Does Visitation Reduce R&ci A Jodarial of Research in Crime and
Delinquency/ol 45:287 (2008) >25miles >50miles >75miles

2 I P a g e M Current System M Regionalization Plan
*Based on the juveniles admitted to BRRC during CY2017 (211 juveniles)

Distances of Long-term Commitment
Juveniles from Their Home Counties
(Current BRRC Housing vs. Proposed Regionalization Plan)

mber of Juve

>100miles >125miles
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o InFY 16/17, the South CaroliDapartment of Juvenile Justi¢PJJ) processed 13,591 ngauth
cases, reflectingrall.9% decrease from the previous year andl8.9 % decrease fro the fiveyear
baseline of FY 12/13.

o InFY 16/17, the number gbuth cases classified as violent or serious increased by 11% from the
previous year. These cases represented 10.2% wbuath delinquency cases at family court intake.

o0 The most frequenbffenses associated with delinquency referrals to the family court in FY 16/17
included assault and battery third degree (first with 2,018 cases), shoplifting (second with 818 cz
and public disorderly conduct (third with 806 cases). Simple possesisinarijuana and disturbing
schools, respectively, rounded out the top five.

0 Atthe solicitor level, 47% of cases moved forward to the family court based on decisions to pros
or issue rule to show cause petitions. Thirtyo percent of cases were divted from court to
programs such agouth arbitration. Solicitors dismissed or did not prosecute 21% of cases.

0 Sixtythree percent ofyouthswhose cases were heard in the family court in FY 16/17 received

dispositions of probation. Twenty percent of cagesulted in commitment to DJJ custody, and nine
percent in school attendance orders. The balance were dismissed, acquitted, or dighosed

The Basicdiy IS

i Theraputic Foster
o Family Court Judges order&826,632 Care

in youth victim monetary restitution in 2% DJJ Detention

FY 2016/17 an@d6,418hours of Cet;lter
community service. . _ 9%
Marine Institute
: ) 8%
o DJJreceived 1,027 court commitment
into its regional centers for evaluation
purposes in FY 16/17, reflecting a Multi-Agency
significant decrease (22.7%) from the F"Egggpent

baseline year of FY 12/13. Regional
Evaluation

o During FY 16/17, DJJ received 1,060 ‘3391";9f
[+]

youthsinto custody for phcement in
its longterm facilities or alternative _
programs a significant reduction from W'lderggﬁ}s Camp
the baseline of FY 12/13 (22.9%). °
Long Term Facility

o Mmyn &2dzikKa 6SNB N 15%
long-term Broad River Road Complex
(BRRC) in FY 2016/17.

Average Daily Population of Youths
in Residential Beds
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~ s The South Carolin®epartment of Juvenile Justic@JJ) is
7 O O a state cabinet agency, and by law, it is also a treatment
and rehabilitative agacy for thestate'syouths.

DJJ is responsible for providing custodial care and

Department OAEAAEI EOAGEI T A& O OEA 00
on probation or parole, or in community placement for a
criminal or status offense.

Of J uve n i I e Our goal at DJJ is to protect the public and reclgoaths

through prevention, community programs, education, anc
rehabilitative services in thkeast restrictive environrant

J u Stl Ce possible.In the pages of thiBata Resource Guide invite
you to learn more about DJJ and what we
do for the communitiesgitizens, and children of $ih
Carolina.
DJJ operates a preial youth detention .
center in Columbia, three regional D|d you kn OW?
evaluation centers in the midlands, upstate
and coastal regions, @aha longterm

commitment facility (The Broad River Road
Complex) in Columbia. The agency also ha

62% ofyouthsreferred to DJJ on a first time referral a
onetime offenders who will never be referred again.

AT 6T 6U 1T &AFE£EAARARO ET 1 Only abou% ofyouthsreferred to DJJ will end up
counties, which oversee youth referrals, oo feec——F T - fe "'fT <TFET OCfT-
intake, probation and parole services. term facility).

Additionally, DJJ also contractgith a About13% of referred charges to @238 for offenses
number of private providers for alternative —Sf- ™M _Ztei— £ f ..."cef < -S*%

were an adult (a Status Offense)

placements of youth, including 10
wilderness camps and marine programs. Tl
agency is responsible for most aspects of tl
juvenile justice system and its
administration in the state.

About 3,100 youths were on probation at some point
during 2017.

DJJ focuses on a systeof restorative justice, which is aimed at restoring the damage done to victims and t
community when a youth commits an offense. DJJ also focuses heavily on the goal of rehabilitating (rathe
EOOO OxAOAET OOET ¢6Qq Ul Oungpgesple will dventadlyQet@nBoki@ir boind T /£
communities, the agency seeks to ensure that youths who come into contact with DJJ are rehabilitated ar
taught new skills needed to change their negative behavioral patterns.
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